
















In reflecting on the past
two years and in submitting
in part a progress report,
I would like to mention the
following achievement of
this administration:
Of the projects in con-
struction at the time that
we assumed office which
include the Waste Water
Treatment Facility, the
Water Treatment Plant and
the water extension program,
I would like to report that
the Waste Water Treat-
ment Facility is approxi-
mately 98 per cent complete
and is expected to be com-
pletely operational by mid-
January. This represents an
investment of approximately
$4.5M which will be funded
by federal and state funds
up to 95 per cent of project
costs. The net cost to the
City is expected to be ap-
proximately $750,000, the
amount of the original
bond issue of 1964.
The water treatment plant
and the water improvements
which include water serv-
ice around the entire peri-
meter of the City have been
completed and the water
treatment plant in use since
mid-June 1973. There re-
main a few minor matters,
and this will be ready for
final acceptance by the
Water Department. Other
items which I feel were
of major significance in-
clude the adoption of Charter
Revision at the recent No-
vember election, the re-
districting of the City
through reapportionment,




the hot summer months,
the bond issue of $425,000
for the much needed High
School addition which will
provide a full program of
vocational education for all
of our students, and at the
Public Works Department
a new repair shop which
will improve the opera-
tions and maintenance of
Highway equipment.
The advent of revenue
sharing has seen projects
undertaken and completed
which perhaps would not
have been considered for
some time, and they include
the reconstruction of two
very hazardous intersec-
tions, namely Green Street
and Indigo Hill Road, and
High Street, Indigo Hill
Road and Blackwater Road.
The latter will also see the
installation of traffic sig-
nals in early 1974.
A sidewalk reconstruction
program was undertaken dur-
ing the summer months of
1973 under the leadership
of Mr. Robert Crichton, and
students of the vocational
education department of
Somersworth High School.
Also, the reconstruction of
Second Street and Blackwater
Road between Route 16 and
16B, a portion of Winter
Street between Linden Street
and Lincoln Street.
The serious drainage prob-
lem at Laurier Plat was
undertaken and the biggest
problem, that of Davis Street,
has been completed and the
work on Rowland Street will
continue until the completion
of this project.
The conversion of the Grant
Building into a Police Station-
Court Room facility was
realized during 1973 and will
provide modern adequate
space for our Police De-
partment and District Court.
The Highway Department
will receive new equipment
including two new dump
trucks, a snowblower, two
sand and salt spreaders,
all of which will make the
department operate more
efficiently.
The Refuse collection de-
partment received a new
track type machine for use at
the land fill area, this ma-
chine will provide better
compaction and should im-
prove the appearance of the
municipal land fill area.
Also, the department will
receive a new cab and chassis
on which the packer body
will be placed, and this
should place this depart-
ment in its best possible
condition in many years.
The benefits of revenue
sharing have been that it
has helped the City provide
the equipment and the con-
struction of these much
needed improvements which
through tax dollars would
have been delayed indefinite-
ly. When one realizes that the
tax rate during the past two
years has only increased a
total of $1 and for the record
I would repeat once again
that had there been no re-
venue sharing funds, the tax
rate would not have increased,
but also those projects men-
tioned and which were funded
under revenue sharing funds
University of New Hampshire Library 1
would not have been under-
taken.
Also a matter which I be-
lieve bears mentioning is the
City's earnings on invest-
ments during the past two
years. These revenues ex-
ceed $1 65,000 for two years
which is a credit to a well
planned investment program
which was under the super-
vision of City Treasurer
Thomas Pratt. This normal-
ly would have perhaps yielded
less money if it had not re-
ceived the attention it did.
I would anticipate that the
City should realize a surplus
for these two years which
should amount to what I would
estimate $150,000 and would
also emphasize that every
department received their
total requests in each of
these two years.
I certainly wish to commend
everyone associated with the
City during these past two
years, in particular the de-
partment heads who have
seen that they have lived
within their budgets.
I would also recognize the
serious consideration given
to the City by the School
Department during these
two years in which I feel
a very close relationship
has existed and that the City
has received the full coopera-
tion of Superintendent John
Powers in seeing that the
needs of the taxpayers have
been considered as well as
the needs of the School De-
partment, in providing the
type of education which our
City has always enjoyed.
I have previously stated and
I would repeat in closing
that these two years of pro-
ductivity I personally believe
will be unsurpassed for many
years to come because of the
efforts of everyone involved
and the consideration of the
members of the City Coun-
cil during their deliberations
and decisions during these
past two years. I congratu-
late one and all for their
service to our community.
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Norbert J. Couture, Term
Expires Jan., 1974
Councilmen Ward 1
Paul E. Spellman, Term
Expires Jan., 1974
Richard N. Adrien, Term
Expires Jan., 1974
Ward 2
Leo A. Roy, Term Ex-
pires Jan., 1974




Term Expires Jan., 1974
Roland N. Hebert, Term
Expires Jan., 1974
Ward 4
Robert G. Heon, Term
Expires Jan., 1974




Term Expires Jan., 1974
Jules H. Bisson, Term
Expires Jan., 1974
Assessor
Clovis G. Chabot, Term
Expires Jan., 1974
Building Inspector


























Clovis G. Chabot, Term
Expires Jan., 1974
Physician
Dr. Joseph B.J. Wiegman,










Term Expires Jan., 1974
Special Justice
Oliver F. Colburn,
Appointed until Age 70
Solicitor






Louis H. Rossi, Term
Expires Jan., 1974
Treasurer
Thomas F. Pratt, Term
Expires Jan., 1974
Assessors







Clovis G. Chabot, Term
expires March, 1975
Board of Adjustment
Appointed by Mayor and
City Council
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No Salary; Term 4 Years














Mayor Norbert J. Couture
City Engineer Norman
Leclerc




Thomas McLin, Term ex-
pires Mar., 1976 (resigned)
Chairman
Anita Flynn, Term ex-
pires Mar., 1977
Albert O. Fournier, Term
expires Mar., 1972










































Term 5 Years; No Salary
David L. Roberge, Term
expires Feb., 1975
Edward S. Charpentier
Term expires Feb., 1976
Roger G. Vanasse, Term
expires Feb., 1977









Salary: Clerk $100 each
session










Percy Cunningham, Term ex-
pires Sept., 1976 (resigned)
Rita Boucher replaced
Trustees of Trust Funds
Appointed by Council
Term 3 Years; No Salary











Norbert J. Couture, Term
expires Jan., 1974






















Resolution re Property at 241-243 Main Street. 1/2/73. (Condemnation)
2. Resolution Salary Special Justice, District Court. 2/6/73.
3. Resolution Library User Fees. 2/6/73. Tabled.
4. Resolution Urban Renewal N.H. R-6. 3/6/73.
5. Resolution Ambulance Service. 3/6/73. Defeated.
6. Resolution City Council Policy Pertaining to School Dept. App. 3/6/73.
7. Resolution Urban Renewal Project, N.H. R-6. 3/13/73.
8. Resolution Grant Building Renovations. 3/13/73.
9. Resolution Revenue Sharing Expenditures. 3/13/73.
10. Resolution Revenue Sharing Expenditures. 4/3/73.
1 1 Resolution Proposed By-Pass. 4/3/73.
1 2. Resolution Eminent Domain Proceedings (Land of William J. Lemay). 4/3/73.
1 3. Resolution Eminent Domain Proceedings (Land of Adrien D. Turcotte and Catherine
Turcotte. 4/3/73.
14. Resolution Authorizing Bond, Addition to Somersworth High School. 4/3/73. Tabled.
15. Resolution on Police Contract. 5/15/73.
16. Resolution on Award of Renovations to Grant Building. 5/15/73.
17. Resolution Authorizing Bond, Addition to Somersworth High School. 5/15/73. (Without
an amount of money).
18. Resolution in Support of Renomination of Insurance Commissioner John Durkin. 5/15/73.
19. Resolution Creating Charter Commission. 5/15/73.
20. Resolution on Ratification of Public Works Agreement for 1973. 6/5/73.
21 Resolution on 90 Day Moratorium on Housing Construction. 6/5/73.
22. Resolution on Revenue Sharing Expenditures. 6/5/73.
23. Resolution on Revenue Sharing Expenditures. (Public Works Dept.) 6/5/73.
24. Resolution on High School Addition Bond. 6/5/73.
25. Resolution on No Smoking at Public Meetings. Postponed. 6/5/73.
26. Resolution Sale of Land to Somersworth Vocational Education. 8/7/73.
27. Resolution on Requests of Library Trustees. 8/7/73.
28. Resolution to Correct Hazardous Conditions at Daigle Property located at 35-39 High
Street. 8/7/73.
29. Resolution Purchase Tractor for Refuse Collection Area. 9/4/73.
30. Resolution Campel Agreement. 10/17/73.
31. Resolution Authorizing Audit 1973. 11/13/73.
32. Resolution Delay of Use of Grant Building. Tabled. 12/4/73.

























nance Amending Chapter 13, Section 16. 1/2/73. (Police Offenses)
nance Amending Chapter 4, Section 1 , Salaries. 2/6/73.
nance Sewer Treatment Plant Supervisor, Ch. 4, Sec. 1 . 3/6/73.
nance Parking for Police Dept. Ch. 13, Sec. 13. 3/6/73.
nance Chapter 13, Section 9 (Police Offenses) 4/3/73.
nance Chapter 13, Section 10 (Police Offenses) 4/3/73.
nance Chapter 13, Section 10(b). (Police Offenses) 4/3/73.
nance Chapter 13, Section 13, (Police Offenses) 4/3/73.
nance Chapter 13, Section 13. (Police Offenses) 4/3/73.
nance Ratification Contract Agreements by City Council. Chapter 6, Section 16. 5/15/73.
nance Chapter 20, Section 2, Building Code. 6/5/73.
nance Chapter 3, Section 5. 6/5/73.
nance Chapter 4, Section 5. 8/7/73.
nance Chapter 13, Section 7. (Police Offenses) 8/7/73.
nance Chapter 13, Section 9. (Police Offenses) 8/7/73.
nance Chapter 13, Section 12. (Police Offenses) 8/7/73.
nance Chapter 14A, Section 12. (Amusement Devices). 8/7/73.
nance Chapter 13, Section 6.1 through 6.18. Dog Ordinance. 8/7/73.
nance Chapter 19, Zoning. 9/4/73.
nance Chapter 27, Site Review Procedures Interim Dev. Controls. 9/4/73.
nance Chapter 13, Section 7, Stop sign Edmund Road. 1 1/13/73.
nance Chapter 13, Section 8, One way streets. 1 1/13/73.
nance Chapter 13, Section 9, 1 1/13/73.
24. Ordinance Parking Black & White Market Chapter 13, Section 26. 12/4/73.
25. Ordinance Chapter 6, Section 17 (Campaign contributions) Tabled 12/4/73.
26. Ordinance Chapter 7, Section 1 (Highways, Sewers). 12/4/73.
27. Ordinance Chapter 13, Section 13. (Parking Yellow Cab) 12/4/73.
28. Ordinance Chapter 4, Section 1 (Salaries). 12/4/73.
29. Ordinance Chapter 4, Section 1 (Salaries). Mayor's Salary (Fulltime) 12/31/73.





A concern for conser-
vation has been expressed
actively in Somersworth
since 1971; this city, through
the activity of its Conser-
vation Commission, has
been in the forefront of
cities in the state in this
field. Local funds from
private and public sources,
have been matched dollar
for dollar by federal grants
from the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban De-
velopment (HUD). In all,
some $50,000 has been
made available for local
conservation work in the
last three years.




^. Stein Park, next
to city hall. This small,
yet highly visible area
which is used for lunch
hour relaxation and which
is one of the locations
seen by visitors to the
city on official business,
was reconstructed with a
permanent walk-way
built across the area,
small trees and shrubs
planted, and attractive
park benches and picnic
tables purchased and
installed.
2. Parsons Park. This
on-going 23 acre family
park project on the Sal-
mon Falls River was fur-
ther developed in 1973
with two adult supervi-
sors and Youth Corps
students cutting back
brush and tailoring the
area to make it suitable
for family use. Several
thousand yards of gravel
were hauled and spread
at the river edge to give
a solid footing and to eli-
minate an unpleasant wet
area in the heart of the
park. We are pleased to
see the wider use of this
park for canoeing, picnics,
and games. The Commis-
sion installed a 540-foot
chain link fence around
the water department's
water bed to assure it is
not used or fallen into.
3. Sit-in Park. A start
was made in reconstruct-
ing the small sit-in park
at the corner of Market,
Main and High Streets.
The stairs are to be re-
built under the direction of
the high school vocational
department and new fill
brought in. In 1974 plant-
ings and lawn work will
make this into a new beauty
and rest area for our
downtown business area.
4. Jules Bisson Play-
ground. A chain link fence
was erected from SCC
funds this year. This pro-
vides a backstop to the
baseball diamond and is
a start on the longer-range
improvement planned for
this Ward 5 recreation
center.
5. Supervisory Union
building. With the assis-
tance of Scout leader Ri-
chard Perry and Boy Scouts
of this city, this Commis-
sion purchased and directed
the landscaping of the new
Supervisory Union office
building on High Street.
This had been an eyesore
since its construction two
years ago and now is an





wide pilot recycling pro-
ject. She formed and staffed
for nearly a full year a
center at the Municipal
Dump for the collecting of
used glass. This was well-
supported with city depart-
ments cooperating to haul
the glass to Dover's center
for processing. The ex-
periment demonstrated a
public willingness to par-
ticipate in the idea of
recycling.
The Commission wishes
to recognize the increasing
number of local citizens
and institutions who are
giving support to the work
of conservation in Somers-
worth. Appreciation goes
again to the mayor and city
council for their support
—
it has been critical to the
success of the projects
listed here. Also, appre-
ciation to Paul St. Laurent
and the initial critical
assistance he made avail-
Soy Scouts beautify library grounds as part of Somersworth Conserva-
tion Commission project.
8
able through the John
Parsons Trust. Gifts were
also received this year
from the General Electric
Employees Association
(for work on Stein Park);
from an anonymous indus-
try for work at Parsons
Park; from the Grange who
both purchased and then
planted the magnificent
display of annuals in
Stein Park. Thanks also
go to Robert Crichton of
Somersworth High School
and to his vocational arts
class who seem to have an
endless concern for the
betterment of their city.
For the second year,
the Commission, under
the direction of Mrs. Ju-
lian Sanborn, held winter
evening classes on garden-
ing and conservation. At-
tendance this year was
capacity—nearly 90 adults.
The sec each year re-
ceives from the State
Nursery in Concord a
sizable quantity of shrubs.
These are given away in
the spring. The supply of
plants proved unable to
meet the demand this year
with some 2,000 pieces
given away within an hour.
Recycling of used bottles was carried out in 1973 as a pilot project of
the sec.
Volunteer help is always
welcomed by the Commis-






man (1974), Betty San-
born, George Anthonakos,






continued to be uppermost
in the minds of youngsters
in the five-to-ten age group
with over 50 youngsters
in daily attendance, forming
a four-team league. Hebert's
v^on the championship, win-
ning 14 games, losing 4
games. Women's Lib,
again, had its impact as a
number of girls played mi-
nor league baseball (sec-
ond consecutive year).
Eight baseball games a
week were played at the
Noble Pines Playground
to the delight of the young-
sters. In addition to regu-
lar league play, an all-
star game was featured, a
round Robin baseball play-
off was held at the end of
the season and one base-
ball clinic was sponsored
by the playground staff.
Basketball games for in-
coming 7th, 8th and 9th
graders were played against
Dover, Camp Fatima, Camp
Me-tina and a model city
team from Brooklyn, New
York. Participation and in-
terest in basketball was
again tremendous. Our J.V.
team won 3 games and lost
4 games while our varsity
team had an overall rec-
ord of Sand 5.
The playground arts and
crafts program drew large
numbers in attendance. A
special program entitled
"Patriots a la Mode" fea-
turing a Lewis College
group from Illinois, stress-
ing patriotism, was well
received by the youngsters.
Over 250 youngsters took
part in two swimming trips
to Milton, Benson's Animal
Farm, Canobie Lake, Wells
Beach.
Hot dog cookouts were
held every Thursday. Ping
Pong, Fishing Derby,
Tether Ball, Wiffle Ball,
Tennis Instruction for boys
and girls, softball, were
among some of the varied
activities provided. Super
specials included an adult
tennis tournament won by
Jeff Allard, a high school
tennis tournament won by
Dennis Verge and a men's
doubles tennis tournament
won by John Brenneis and
Terry Casey, finally a
Softball game between the
arts and crafts children of
the Noble Pines and Jules
Bisson Playgrounds.
Two new programs which
I was extremely proud of
were offered to the young-
sters: street hockey and
swimming instructions for
1 youngsters on Tues-
days and Thursdays.
A major improvement at
the Noble Pines Playground
was the construction of a
two-baseball dugout; a
practice tennis area was
also partially constructed
at the Pines.
Through the efforts of the
Conservation Agency, a
four-foot outfield fence
was erected at the Jules
Bisson Playground and the
area was also regraded.
In the Winter, Recreation
sponsored two 14-week
basketball leagues. The
Bucks won the city adult
league basketball cham-
pionship. The Hawks won
the pee wee basketball
championship (grades 5
and 6). The high school
gymnasium for basketball
was made available to both
adults and youths on Satur-
day afternoons and school
vacation time from the
middle of November to the
middle of March. A ten-
week physical fitness pro-
gram for the fairer sex
drew record members in
attendance. Recreation also
sponsored adult painting
and drawing courses in
the Fall and Winter.
The playground season
officially closed with the
annual Field Day, Wed-






Early in 1973 the Li-
brary Building experienced
extensive flooding due to
a frozen water line. Car-
peting in the lobby, chil-
dren's room and office
area had to be replaced;
approximately one hundred
books, most of which were
part of a Useful Arts ship-
ment just received, were
destroyed; and there was
some damage to the ceil-
ing of the basement room
used by Civil Defense.
Fortunately, our insurance
covered all the damage.
During the mopping-up
period and later, while
the new carpet was being
installed, the Library was
closed for several days.
Between times we operated
on a limited basis from
tables piled high with chil-
dren's books, file drawers
piled out of sequence near
the front entrance, and the
telephone on the window
ledge. But the bright green
and gold tweed carpeting
was worth the wait— it gives
the appearance of sunshine
even on the darkest day.
Throughout these weeks
our patrons were wonder-
fully patient and helpful,
even to pitching in on
our several moving days.
School visits, which had
been discontinued for the
duration, began again in
April, and we had a total
of 66 classes in the course
of the year. Some teach-
ers prefer to send five or
six youngsters with a stu-
dent teacher or aide to
work on special projects.
This works very well from
ourviewpoint, since more
can be accomplished in
the short time available.
The Library borrowed
1379 books from the Book-
mobile which made three
visits to Somersworth in
1973. This expansion of
our collection is especially





availability of a new sup-
ply of books for those hot
summer weekends.
Together with the Dover
and Rochester Libraries,
we operated a booth at
Rochester Fair in Sep-
tember. Book displays,
changed every day, craft
demonstrations with ques-
tions answered on photo-
graphy problems, pottery
making, weaving, painting
and other Useful Arts
were well received. Many
people visited the booth
and picked bibliographies
on the various subjects
covered by our Tri-City
Useful Arts Grant.
As the year ended we
found our annual regis-
tration and circulation
figures still climbing de-




on the outskirts of the
city, are enthusiastic
patrons, and our sugges-
tion box indicates that
most Somersworth people


















Cash on Hand January 1973
Cash Received
Cash on Hand January 1974
Cash Expended
Income





































Activities for the Year:
Inspection of business establishments
Complaints
Inspecting of areas
Inspecting septic tanks (new construction)
for average of three inspections per system




Inspecting home for state children
(State Welfare Department)
Inspecting Day Care Center




I want to thank everybody for their help and cooperation, it made my work easier.
Expenses (for car, office supplies, and phone calls).
1485 hours on duty.
Traveled 2900 miles on duty.
Worked closely with all State and Federal Departments on new laws to be in force.




















ment in addition to all its
routine maintenance work
during the summer of 1973,
in conjunction with Buxton
Bros. Construction Co., re-
built the portion of Green
Street from Mt. Auburn
St. to 250 feet south of
Indigo Hill Road. This work
required major excavation
to realign the grade of
this street to provide visi-
bility from the Indigo Hill
Road intersection. In ad-
dition nearly 400 feet of
water main had to be low-
ered to accommodate the
new grade. Also, the 3,200
feet long section of Black-
water Road was recon-
structed to provide a good
gravel base from Rte. 1
6
toRte. 16B. Only the base
paving was applied with
the surface scheduled for
the summer of 1974. Also,
the Highway Department
assisted in the preparation
of a large parking area
for the School Department
across Memorial Drive
from the Middle School
building.
The Highway Department
started the storm drain sep-
aration work in the "Plains"
area and constructed new
drain lines along Giroux
St. extension from Wilson
St. ditch to Davis and
along Davis St. almost
to Indigo Hill Road. When
this system is completed,
it should provide substan-
tial relief to overloading
conditions that occur dur-
ing periods of heavy
rainfall.
The refuse collection
and disposal operation was
provided with a new Ca-
terpillar tractor Loader for
the land fill operation and
a new Truck Chassis was
ordered for the packer to
replace the 1 952 military
style chassis.
Two new trucks were
ordered, a 1 ton 4 wheel
13
drive, and a 3,200 g.v.w.
dump truck with front and
wing plows. Neither of
these trucks was delivered
during 1973. It appears
that substantial lead time
(as much as one year) is
required from date of or-
der to date of delivery.
Water Department
The activities of the
Water Department continue
at the rapid pace of 1 972
which saw the construc-
tion of Water Main Exten-
sions to service almost
all areas of the City. The
record of activities shows
that 66 new services were
installed. Water pumped
during the year reached
an all time high of over
606 million gallons for an
average day pumping of
1.66 million gallons. This
represents an increase of
nearly 50% since 1970
when the major Water
Works improvements were
started. Without these re-
cent improvements, the
Water Works would not
be able to meet the demand
for water.
During the year all the
Contracts under the De-




pleted. The report of final
project audit is included
as part of this report.
The Water Treatment
plant was completed and
put into operation in late
June. Shortly after start-
ing this new facility, the
Department experienced
taste & odor remaining in
the finished water. This
required that Activated
Carbon be added on a
continuing basis although
testing of the water did
not reveal that taste and
odor would be a problem.
However, with the continu-
ous application of Acti-
vated Carbon the depart-
ment is able to produce a
high quality finish product.
Near the end of the
year the Department
started to experience in-
flationary cost increases
and it appears that an in-
crease in water rates may
be necessary in the near
future to enable the De-

























statement of Source and Status of Funds
Project No. WS-NH-33 Federal Contract No. l-(102)-2739





Cash Disbursed for Project Costs











All funds for the construction of the project were deposited in the Granite State National
Bank, Somersworth, New Hampshire, and balance in the bank was confirmed by the depositary
and reconciled to $71 ,339.68.
(1) Funds in the amount of $925,000 were obtained on March 1, 1971, through issuance of the
City of Somersworth Water Works Bonds maturing serially to 1991 at an annual interest rate of
4.7 percent. The remainder of the estimate is to be provided from a portion of the proceeds
from the sale of $690,000 City of Somersworth Sewer Bonds guaranteed by the State of New





Project No. WS-NH-33 Federal Contract No. H-(102)-2739
As at December 28, 1 973
Payee Description Amount
D. Federico Co., Inc. Water Main Extensions
Contract Amount 307,825.00
Change Orders: 1 -3 39,661 .00
Roger Payeur Paint and Repair Standpipe
347,486.00
Change Order Deductions 28,667.00 318,819.00
Chicago Bridge & Iron Co. One 1 MMG Water Storage Tank
Contract Amount 127,990.00
Seaward Construction Co., Tank Site and Foundations
Inc.
Contract Amount 76,900.00
Change Order: 1 200.00 77,100.00
Contract Amount 13,600.00
Change Order Deductions 2,100.00 11,500.00
Roger Payeur Fiberglass Roof for Standpipe
Contract AmountI 15,900.00
Cannavino & Shea, Inc. Perimeter Water Main
Contract Amount 344,647.00
Change Orders: 1-2 14,103.00 358,750.00
Seaward Construction Co., Water Treatment Plant
Inc.
Contract Amount 445,000.00
Change Orders: 1-10 19,913.71 464,912.71
Pizzagalli Corporation Storm Drain Separation
Contract Amount 21,111.70
Change Orders: 1-3 21,290.42 252,402.12
Foster's Daily Democrat Advertising for Bids 662.50
Somersworth Free Press Advertising for Bids 330.00
TOTAL CONSTRUCTION COSTS $1 ,628,366 33
19
Fire Department Report for 1973
Box Alarms
Still Alarms
Brush and Grass Fires
False Alarms
Dump Fires















Inspections were held in
all schools and factories
and business places, and
notices were sent to all
schools for corrections.
Fire drills were held in
all schools.
At this time I would like
to thank everyone who
helped me in the perfor-
mance of my duties, es-
pecially my permanent





Fines collected in Court
Bail forfeited
Bails & Entry Fees (Appealed or Probable Cause Cases for Superior Court)
Damages
Small Claims (1 58 at 25C; and 94 at $1 .50)
Civil cases (34 at $3.00)
Sale of papers to lawyers
Total receipts:













Department of Safety (State's share of traffic violations)
Witness fees
Bails & Entry Fees to Superior Court
Stamps & Postage




Blood samples (D.W.I, case)
Fine refund
N.H. Association of Judges
Printing





























Abusive and derisive words 20
Allowing dogs to run at large 5
Altering a building without obtaining
a permit 1
Accomplice to larceny 1
Attempted larceny 3
Assault 23
Being present where drugs were 1
Brawl and tumult 2
Burglary 4
Carrying a concealed weapon 1
Concealing identity of a motor vehicle 1
Contempt of court 2




Drinking in a public place 3
Drunk and disorderly 71
Failure to answer a summons 7
Failure to license a dog 1
False report of a crime 1
Illegal possession of a controlled drug 3
Illegal possession of a hypodermic needle 1
Illegal possession of liquor 8
Illegal possession of marijuana 2
Larceny 12
Larceny by check 6
Larceny by false pretenses 9
Lascivious acts 2
Lewdness 1
Littering the highway 2
Loaded gun in a motor vehicle 3
Malicious damage to property 3
Non-support of wife and children 3
Obscenity 1
Obstructing a police officer 2
Possession of untagged wild deer 1
Possession of stolen property 4
Refusing to leave the premises
when requested 1
Resisting arrest 2
Saleof a controlled drug 5
Selling beer to minors 1
Transporting a controlled drug in a
motor vehicle 1
Transporting a controlled drug with
intent to sell 1
TOTAL
"Motor Vehicie Offenses"
Allowing unlicensed person to operate
Disobeying a police officer
Driving after revocation
Driving after suspension
Driving under the influence of liquor








Driving with vision obstructed
Driving with defective equipment
Driving without corrective glasses
Driving without a license
Driving without lights
Driving motorcycle without glasses
Driving motorcycle without mirrors
Driving motorcycle without a helmet
Driving unregistered motorcycle
Driving unregistered vehicle
Failure to answer a summons
Failure to answer a parking ticket
Failure to have car inspected
Failure to give proof of financial
responsibility
Failure to identify self to a police officer
Failure to keep to the right of highway
Failure to notify Director of Motor Vehicles
of a change of address
Failure to stop at a stop sign
Failure to stop for a red light
Failure to stop for a police officer
Failure to stop for a school bus
Failure to secure load properly
Failure to yield to right of way
Leaving scene of accident




Passing near an intersection


















Driving a mini bike without a license
Driving a mini bike without
protective headgear
Driving a mini bike without safety glasses
Driving an unregistered mini bike
Drunkenness










































Appealed to Superior Court
Case continued for sentence
Counseling on release cases
Case dismissed
Committed to House of Correction—failure
to pay fine
Committed to House of Correction
Committed to Industrial school
Committed to Industrial School pending
investigation by Probation Department
Fined and committed to House of
Correction
Found not guilty
Indicted by Grand Jury
Indicted to Superior Court
Nolle Prosse
No finding
Ordered by Probation Dept. to make
non-support payments
Ordered by court to make restitution
and paid fine
Paid fine to court
Paid fine and made restitution
Paid fine to court and ordered to attend
Strafford County Guidance Clinic
Placed on file
Placed in custody of parents and
Probation Department





Sent to House of Correction—suspended


























Total Criminal Offenses 231
Total Motor Vehicle Offenses 698
Total Juvenile Offenses 25
TOTAL CASES 954
"Activities for the Year"
Accidental drowning 1
Army A.W.O.L. returned to
Pease Air Force Base 1
Arson 1
Assault 12
Assist to other police departments 372
Assist to other departments 321
Assist to other persons 583
Accidents reported at station 379
Autos damaged in accidents 543
Adults injured in accidents 53
Minors injured in accidents 9
Pedestrians injured in accidents 13




Attempted petty larceny 2
Attempted suicide 2
Autos reported stolen 14
Autos recovered 15
Bicycles reported stolen 28
Bicycles recovered 13
Bicycles found and turned in at station 2
Burglary 37
Citizens complaints 15
Complaints received and taken
care of by police 3,932
Crank calls 4
Criminal mischief 6
Dogs killed by autos 29
Doors and v^indows found unlocked
and locked by police 464
Fire alarms answered by police 82
Fraud 1
Goods reported lost or stolen at station 90
Goods found and turned in at station 97
Indecent exposure 1
Intrusion alarms answered by police 8
Larceny by check 16
Larceny by false pretense 6
Petty larceny 105
Grand larceny 39
Lost or stolen plates 3
Malicious damage to private property 10
Motorcycles reported stolen 8
Motorcycles recovered 5
Persons in for lodging 13
Persons in for safekeeping 49
Police escorts to business concerns 633
Persons reported missing 5
Persons reported found 5





Cash and Refunds Taken In At Police Station and






Refund from Highway Safety
Refund from Federal Government






















































































Renewal Project N.H. R-6
Albert J. Nadeau Homes
Project N.H. 6-1
Robert H. Filion Terrace
Project N.H. 6-2
Section 23 Leased Housing













submit herewith to the
Mayor and the City Coun-
cil of the City of Somers-
worth a narrative account
of the Authority's activities,
together with financial
statements, covering the
fiscal year beginning Jan-
uary 1, 1973 and ending
December 31, 1973.
The narrative which is
given this year is the report
recently given by the Ex-
ecutive Director to the
Mayor, members of the
City Council, and the Hous-
ing Authority at a joint
and public meeting at the
Martin J. Flanagan Com-
munity Center.
Because of the nature of
this report, it is obvious
that it cannot be all-inclu-
sive and cannot provide a
complete measure of de-
tailed and defined infor-
mation.
Therefore, the services
of the Executive Director
are being made available
to the Mayor and Council
members— individually and
collectively—for the pur-
pose of providing such
explanation, clarification,
and additional information

















Mayor Robert H. Filion
—the Somersworth Hous-
ing Authority was estab-
lished by a vote of the
City's Governing Body.
And this Authority was,
in time, given the power
and responsibility to plan,
execute, and administer
Urban Renewal, Public
Housing, and other pro-
jects in the interests of
the City of Somersworth
and its people.
Shortly after it came
into being, the Somers-
worth Housing Authority
submitted to the then
Housing and Home Finance
Agency of the United
States Government an ap-
plication for funds with
which to finance the sur-
vey and planning for what
25
was to become the Tri-
angle Urban Renewal Pro-
ject.
Within a matter of
months, survey and plan-
ning funds, in the amount
necessary, were made
available and what became
known as "Somersworth's
Adventure in Progress"
really got under way.
Triangle Plan
Finalized and Approved
During the two years
which followed—with pro-
fessional consulting serv-
ices and working in very
close cooperation with the
Mayor and City Council—
the Authority prepared
the Triangle Urban Re-
newal Plan.
This Plan provided for
numerous property acqui-
sitions and demolition;
scores of residential and
business relocations; and
the redevelopment of a 21
acre area bounded by High,
Washington, and Main
Streets. This was done for
the very much worth while
purpose of eliminating a
shameful degree of blight
and decay, which had been
permitted to accumulate
over more than two cen-
turies of time, and to win
for Somersworth an op-
portunity to enjoy a rea-
sonable share of civic,
social, and economic
progress and prestige.
The Triangle Urban Re-
newal Plan—as many of you
will remember—had three
components. In the upper
Washington Street area, a
housing project for Som-
ersworth's elderly people
was planned. In the area
between Main and Orange
Streets, and including part
of Elm Street, it was de-
cided that there would be a
business and shopping cen-
ter. And, in the smaller
triangle bounded by High
and Main Streets and in-
cluding Fore Street, there
was to be a municipal
center.
After completing the pre-
paration of the Urban Re-
newal Plan, the Authority
presented it to the New
York and Washington offices
of the Housing and Home
Finance Agency—which was
later to become known as
the Department of Housing
and Urban Development
—
for their approval together
with a Loan and Grant
Request for Funds with
which to finance its ex-
ecution.
Following a largely at-
tended and very favorable
local public hearing, the
City Council, in turn, ap-
proved the Plan, and fund-
ing request, by unanimous
vote. As a matter of fact,
the Council members could
hardly or reasonably have
done otherwise after hav-
ing had continuous parti-
cipation in the planning
and having given step-by-
step approval of the details.
Final approval of the
Plan and the Loan and
Grant funds was given on
the federal level and the
Somersworth Housing Au-
thority was able to begin
execution on February 14,
1964 with the Federal Gov-
ernment, in effect, agreeing
to pay 75% and the City





Several months ago, it
was agreed, by the Man-
chester Area Office of the
Department of Housing and
Urban Development and the
Somersworth Housing Au-
thority that the Triangle
Project was so close to
completion that it would
be in the best interests
of all concerned to effect
what is known as an early
closeout.
Under an early closeout,
the Authority is given the
remaining portion of its
Federal Capital Grant in
order that it may pay off
its outstanding notes and
is also given a closeout
grant of 25 percent of the
value of the land remain-
ing to be disposed.
In these circumstances,
the Authority then accepts
the responsibility to make
the necessary disposals and
to remit the net receipts
to the Federah Government.
The Somersworth Hous-
ing Authority succeeded in
completing the closeout
processes and documenta-
tion as of June 30, 1973.
The actual closeout could
not be effected, however,
until the outstanding pro-
ject notes reached their
October maturity date.
In this case, the inter-
est savings were suffi-
cient to qualify the Tri-




At the time of the early
closeout, the major objec-
tives of the Triangle Urban
Renewal Plan were sub-
stantially achieved. The
Housing Project for the
Elderly is in full opera-
tion and occupancy in the
upper Washington Street
area; the Shopping Center
with two level parking has
been established in the
area between Orange and
Main Streets and includ-
ing part of Elm Street; and,
in the vicinity of the High,
Main and Fore Street area,
there is a new public
library and a public safe-
ty building which will in-
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elude new police station
and court facilities and
space for additional mu-
nicipal offices and, near-
by, will be an attractive
sit-in park.
A few minorchanges in
the Plan were made as a
result of mutual agree-
ments by the Department
of Housing and Urban De-
velopment, the City Gov-







entrusted with the handl-
ing of public funds in the
amount of several mil-
lions of dollars for the
planning, development,
and administration of ur-
ban renewal, public hous-
ing, and social service
programs— recognizes, and
feels very deeply, a re-
sponsibility to give a com-
prehensive and detailed
report and accounting of
its stewardship.
We believe that the Mayor,
members of the City Coun-
cil, and each and every
citizen and taxpayer are
entitled to be told—at first
hand,—just what has trans-
pired since Bob Filion
first established the Som-
ersworth Housing Authority
in 1961.
We believe that all have
a right to know, for ex-
ample, how much Urban
Renewal money was spent
and for what purposes.
We believe that all should
have information sufficient
to enable each person to
make his own determina-
tion as to whether or not
the Authority has done a
good job and as to whether
or not Urban Renewal and
our other programs have
been good for Somers-
worth and its people, and
whether or not they have
been given "a good run
for their money."
And we feel that it is
important that people are
able to differentiate be-
tween Urban Renewal and
the multiplicity of Public
Housing and Social Serv-
ice programs that the
Authority has brought into
being here particularly
during the past few years.
For we confidently be-
lieve that, in the aggregate,
these programs— in their
scope and nature and in
their potentialities for
good as they touch the
lives of hundreds of our
people—are unequalled or
unsurpassed by those of
any other housing author-
ity of equal size in HUD's
entire Boston Regional
Office Area which includes





Despite the fact that
the Authority has given
running accounts of its
numerous programs and
activities and has sub-
mitted detailed annual
reports to the Mayor and
City Council, there still
exists, among people in
general, a strong tendency
to equate everything we do
with the Urban Renewal
Project.
As a matter of fact, how-
ever, the Authority's over-
all program has three dis-
tinct components. They
are Urban Renewal, Public
Housing, and Social Serv-
ices. And each of these




The Urban Renewal Pro-
gram is designed to eli-
minate accumulations of
blight and decay and to
add to the beauty and
utility of the Community.
It is the aim and pur-
pose of our Public Housing
action to provide a safe,
decent, sanitary, and com-
fortable home to needy
elderly people and low-
income families at rents
which they can afford to
pay.
Social Service Programs,
as we have adopted them,
are based upon the philo-
sophy that the needs of
the people—as they relate
to such matters as health,
education, recreation, em-
ployment, etc.—are equally
important if these people
are to be given a chance
to break out of existing




the people of Somersworth
decided, in 1 961 , to seek
an Urban Renewal Pro-
ject because they were
ashamed of the blight,
decay, and general delapi-
dation which had accumu-
lated in the Triangle Area
and they realized that the
then existing conditions





To remedy this situation,
there has been a large
scale acquisition and demo-
lition of properties, dis-
position of cleared land,
some rehabilitation, and
substantial new construc-
tion. In the process, 83
buildings were torn down
in 21 acres of the City's
heartland and there were
about 150 business and
residential relocations.
The Authority believes
that the new construction-
generated by Urban Re-
newal action and funds
—
within and beyond the pro-
ject boundaries, has been
so productive of additional
tax revenues that partici-
pation in the Program can
be ranked among the best
investments that the City
has made down through the
years.
The financial aspects of
the Triangle Project will
be dealt with in detail as
we proceed.
The physical aspects we
believe to be self evident.




Housing Program is a by-
product and outgrowth of
Urban Renewal.
Because the Urban Re-
newal Plan called for the
demolition of scores of
substandard dwelling units
and the relocation of a








for 120 units. These were
the Albert J. Nadeau Homes
Project for Low-Income
Families on Bartlett Ave-
nue and the Robert H. Fil-
ion Terrace Project for
Elderly people on Washing-
ton Street.
The Congress later passed
a National Housing Act
which provided for what is
now known as the Section
23 Leased Housing Pro-
gram. The Somersworth
Housing Authority was
among the first in this
area to respond to this
program and it has since
been authorized to lease




worth's total number of
public housing units up
to 280 and these units
provide shelter to more
than 500 tenants. On the
basis of the ratios of units
and tenants to population,
this Authority rates high
among those in the Man-
chester Office Area of HUD
which includes the states
of Maine, New Hampshire
and Vermont. As a matter
of fact, the Somersworth
Housing Authority is pro-
viding shelter for about one
out of every eighteen of
the city's residents.
The Albert J. Nadeau
Homes Project was bud-
geted at $1,1 10,000 and
the Robert H. Filion Ter-
race Project at $984,000.
The Government's finan-
cial commitment to the
Somersworth Housing Au-
thority for its Leased
Housing Program is es-
timated in excess of
$3,500,000. The Authority
has Annual Contributions
Contracts with the Govern-
ment which authorizes it
to make annual payments
to landlords in a total
amount of $211,000.
The City is not required
to make any contribution






Housing Authority had near-
ly completed its Urban
Renewal Project and was
well established in its
Public Housing Program,
28
the Congress and the De-
partment of Housing and
Urban Development adopted
a new philosophy in re-
lation to those who occupy
the Public Housing units.
They accepted the concept
that the problems of the
elderly and the poor cannot
be solved merely by pro-
viding them with a place
to live and a reasonable
rent; that their mental,
physical, social and eco-
nomic well-being are of
equal or greater importance;
and that, unless proper
attention was given to such
matters, housing projects
could deteriorate into
slums and ghettos with re-
sults not pleasant to con-
template.
At this point, the Som-
ersworth Housing Author-
ity, somewhat doubtfully,
presented to HUD Man-
chester Area Office Officials
a modest request for funds
with which to finance a
Tenant Services Program
the major feature of which
was the employment of a
full-time registered nurse
to provide nursing serv-
ices to tenants and to
organize and promote health
programs.
The details of what hap-
pened at the time of that
presentation are not im-
portant other than the fact
that the Authority was au-
thorized to expend the sum
of $1 2,500 for the provision
of the planned Tenant Serv-
ices Program.
What Is of very great
importance, however, is
the fact that Area Direc-
tor Greeley S. Buchanan,
Deputy Director John E.
Bonkoski, and Chief of
Management Programs
Doris M. Desautel were
impressed by the possi-
bilities that the Program
presented and gave the
Authority generous and
very effective cooperation
and assistance the bene-
fits of which were soon in
evidence.
Within a matter of only
a few months, Area Office
officials approved the Som-
ersworth Housing Authority's
request and plan for a
two-phase Community Cen-
ter which would include a
multi-purpose building,
a gymnasium, and a play-
ground.
And they gave real sub-
stance to their approval
by giving the Authority a
100 percent grant in the
amount of $360,000 to fi-
nance establishment of fa-
cilities to house programs
that, within a year, were
to become among the most
far-reaching and most
highly patronized of their





Encouraged by the strong
support given by HUD Area
officials and strengthened
by a budget line item pro-
viding $1 2,500 for tenant
and social services action,
the Authority then sub-
mitted to the New Hamp-
shire State Department of
Health and Welfare, Di-
vision of Welfare, a pro-
posal for a contract for
the development of social
services in the Somers-
worth Area, under the
Department of Housing
and Urban Development





With the generous assis-
tance and cooperation of
Thomas L. Hooker, the
dedicated and highly com-
petent director of the Di-
vision of Welfare, the
Authority's proposal was
29
approved and the contract
was awarded. This was the
first contract of its l<ind
to become effective in the
entire New England area.
As a result, the Author-
ity's $1 2,500 for social
services was transferred
to the Division of Welfare.
It was then matched, in a
3to1 ratio, by H.E.W.
funds in the amount of
$37,500 to create a $50,000
budget for social serv-
ices here.
With these funds, the
Somersworth Housing Au-
thority was enabled to
organize an adequate and
competent staff and to
set the Social Services
wheels in motion. Head-
ing this staff as Adminis-
tration or Community Pro-
grams, is Romeo St. Lau-
rent and working with him
are Mrs. Katherine Dubois,
as Health Services Offi-
cer, and Joseph N. Cou-





The months that fol-
lowed have been filled
with action and excitement.
With the completion and
dedication of the new Com-
munity Center, program
after program has been
added and attendance and
participation have grown
apace.




to bring social, health,
education, recreation, and
other programs to hundreds
of Somersworth people,
—
to whom such programs
were too long denied,—
are paying rich dividends.
In our multi-purpose
building, there is a Day
Care Center in which chil-
dren aged 3 to 5 years
are tenderly cared for and
appropriately trained and
instructed while their mo-
thers are gainfully employed.
This center is in opera-
tion five days a week on
a 50 week-year basis and
is sponsored by the
Somersworth Housing Au-
thority.
And there is a Head
Start Program in which
five year old youngsters,
who are to enter the school
system next year, are
given social, health, nu-
trition, education, and
recreation opportunities
that can be highly bene-
ficial in relation to their
future well-being.
The Authority cooperates
with the Strafford County
Community Action Com-
mittee in conducting this
program 32 weeks of the
year.
Also in cooperation with
the Community Action Com-
mittee, the Authority is
involved in a weekly Food
Cooperative which enables
a large number of families
to obtain numerous food
items at substantial sav-
ings. In addition, our main-
tenance men bring Fed-
eral Surplus Food to 35
families monthly.
I n the area of Arts and
Crafts, there is consider-
able activity including
weekly ceramics classes
for the elderly people
from Filion Terrace and
for adults and youngsters
from the Albert J. Nadeau
Homes Project.
Taught by three grad-
uating students from the
University of New Hamp-
shire, 22 girls, on Wed-
nesday evening of each
week, attend classes in
sewing, cooking and other
domestic arts. These
classes are expected to
extend over a 20 week
period.
In the spring, nine prac-
tice-teaching seniors from
the University taught arts
andcrafts toa total of
135 youngsters each week
for a 10 week period.
And, for 6 weeks dur-
ing the summer, 10 grad-
uate students from UNH
gave 75 boys and girls
an interesting and in-
structive education ex-
perience under the Mas-
ter of Arts Tutorial Pro-
gram.
From the Tenant Serv-
ices Office in this build-
ing, professional nursing
services are made avail-
able to hundreds of project
residents of all ages; clin-




referral services are pro-
vided; and a wide variety
of action originates.
The sizeable Game Room
is always well patronized.
Visitors play regular pool,




hockey are major attrac-
tions in the gymnasium.
The Community Center
facilities, including the
very active lounge, are
regularly made available
to the schools and to
church, civic, social
service, veterans, rec-
reation, and other non-




In addition to all of these
on-site activities, much
has been done otherwise.
Youngsters have been taken
on trips to such places as
30
Benson's Animal Farm,
Canobie Lake Park and
the beaches. And they have
been taken to the Univer-
sity of Ne\N Hampshire to
skate at the Snively Rink;
to Dover to swim at the
Dunaway Pool and for mo-






As a result of coopera-
tive action by the Som-
ersworth Housing Author-
ity and Superintendent of
Schools John H. Powers,
a major program of phy-
sical education and intra-
mural activities has been
established in the Commu-
nity Center Gymnasium
during the past month.
Participating in this pro-
gram are youngsters from
the elementary schools of
theCity—Hilltop, Middle
School Annex and Chand-
ler. And this is the first
time in the history of
these schools that a facil-
ity such as this has been
available for such pro-
grams.
The School Department
is bussing the children to
and from the Center each
school day. The programs
involve over 1500 children
every week under the su-
pervision of highly com-
petent physical education
instructors.
It should be generally
recognized that this is a
cooperative effort of ma-
jor proportions and one
that can be productive of
substantial and lasting bene-
fits to thousands of our




While all of this action
has been going on at Bart-
lett Avenue, there has also
been a wealth of activity
at Filion Terrace on Wash-
ington Street where the
Community Building was,
not long ago, enlarged to
twice its original size.
There the Golden Age
Club, the Somersworth
Women's Club, the Jay-
cees, the World War I
Veterans and Auxiliary,
the American Association
of Retired Federal Em-
ployees, Girl Scouts, 4-H
Club, and other groups
meet regularly for social
and business purposes and
tenant family parties. Card
parties, concerts, movies,
holiday gatherings, and
field trips are among the
features.
Filion Terrace Community Center on Washington Street located in
Housing Authority's project for housing for elderly.
Highlights among the field
trips this year have been
journeys to Alton Bay for
a boat ride on Lake Win-
nepesaukee; to the White
Mountains to view the fo-
liage; to the Fairs at
Acton and Deerfield, to
Hampton Beach and to
Yoken's for the tradition-
al dinners.
And, more recently,
there has been the serving
of hot and nutritious meals




Our most recent pro-
gram and one about which
we are very happy is the
Strafford County Nutrition
Project which was initiated
by the Somersworth Hous-
ing Authority and of which
the Authority is the County
Sponsor and Grantee.
This program, which was
designed to combat mal-
nutrition and isolation among
the elderly people, is now
bringing hot and nutritious
meals to hundreds of these
people in Somersworth,
Dover, and Rochester. And,
in addition, numerous so-
cial service programs are
being made available to
them.
In Somersworth, meals
are being served at noon
daily, Monday through Fri-
day, at the Filion Terrace
Community Center under
the direction of Clovis G.
Chabot. More than 100
persons are participating
in the program and there
is a sizeable waiting list.
Equal numbers are bene-
fiting from the program
in Dover and Rochester.
The Nutrition Program
is one of the most bene-
ficial and heartwarming
that the Authority has un-
dertaken. The elderly peo-
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pie are participating very
enthusiastically in the de-
cision-making processes
and are providing valuable
volunteer services.
The Authority is nego-
tiating with the New Hamp-
shire Council on Aging,
which administers the
Nutrition Program In this
state, in the hope of ob-
taining an expansion early
in 1974 which would make
possible the serving of
additional meals to many
qualified elderly people
whose names are now on
our waiting lists.
Bert George, who directs
the program for the New
Hampshire Council on Ag-
ing and who has given
highly valued assistance
and cooperation in the
planning and implementa-
tion of the project, has
pointed out the possibility
that additional funds may
soon be available for that
purpose.
If and when that hap-
pens—you may be certain
that the Somersworth Hous-
ing Authority will be in
hot pursuit.
The Nutrition Project is
budgeted at $81 ,000. Nine-
ty percent of the costs comes
from a Federal Grant and
the sponsor is making a





It should be noted here
that the establishment of
the new Community Center
—including the multi-pur-
pose building, the gym-
nasium, and the playground,
—and the development of
all the social services pro-
grams were achieved at a
total cost in excess of
$500,000; that all of the
funding came from 1 00 per-
cent federal grants; and
that the City of Somers-
worth was not required to





Of very great import-
ance is the fact that the
new Community Center
and its wide variety of
programs and activities
have proven to be so
attractive, and so effec-
tive, and so highly ac-
cepted that Somersworth
people made more than
ten thousand visits to the
place during the month of
November.
We have narrated to
you— in a broad outline
—
the nature, scope, and
variety of the Authority's
activities.
We would like next to
discuss—more specifically




shall be happy to give to
each and everyone here
present an opportunity to
ask any question; to ex-
press any opinion; and to
make any suggestion or
recommendation that is
pertinent to the matters




During the years in
which it has been in op-
eration, the Somersworth
Housing Authority has re-
ceived from the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban
Development financial com-
mitments for projects and
programs in an aggregate
amount of more than eight
million dollars.
($8,000,000)
In the handling of all
of these monies, we have
had the professional ac-
counting services of Law-
rence DeCourcey and Son,
of Belmont, Mass. and all
of our financial activities
have been audited by mem-
bers of the auditing staff
of the Department of HUD.
In addition to the afore-
mentioned commitments,
the Authority has been
awarded about $125,000
of New Hampshire Depart-
ment of Welfare funds
under HUD-HEW Memoran-
dum of Agreement and
Day Care contracts and
has recently undertaken
an $81 ,000 contract with
the New Hampshire Coun-
cil on Aging for the deliv-
The major commitments include:




Section 23 Leased Housing
Projects N.H. 6-3, 4, 5, 6












ery of meals in the Straf-
ford County Nutrition Pro-
ject. All of these funds





In view of the early
closeout—and because it
has anchored the entire
Somersworth Housing
Authority operation—the
financial status of the
Triangle Urban Renewal
Project is at present a
matter of primary interest.
Therefore, we are dis-
tributing a financial state-
ment which reflects the
Project's fiscal position
following a final audit and
which we will proceed to
analyze.
Before proceeding, how-
ever, it is worthy of note
that we have here a com-
munication from Creeley
S. Buchanan, director of
HUD's Manchester Area
Office, in which he states
as follows: "Enclosed
are two copies of a re-
port on final audit for
ProjectN.H. R-6. This
report contains no find-
ings."
The audit report fur-
ther states that "we have
made an examination of the
records maintained by the
Somersworth Housing Au-
thority in support of costs
pertaining to its urban
renewal Project No. N.H.
R-6. The examination in-
cluded tests of the account-
ing records and such other
accounting procedures as
we considered necessary in
the circumstances."
"Based on our exami-
nation, it is our opinion
that project costs incurred
are reasonable and eligi-
ble under the provisions
of the contract and HUD's
policies, rules and regu-
lations. The Somersworth
Housing Authority's sys-
tem of internal control and
its accounting for funds
received from HUD were
adequate."
Any overall judgment
relating to the value of the
Triangle Project to the
community must be based
upon proper consideration
of the social, civic, eco-
nomic, financial, health,
recreation, and other fac-
tors that are involved.
It is reasonable to assume
that citizens have had am-
ple opportunity to reach
conclusions and make their
own evaluations relating
to most of the factors.
Therefore, it seems ap-
propriate here that major
attention be given to the
financial aspects of the
renewal project.
To be properly consid-
ered in this respect, for
example, are the assessed
land and building valua-
tions and the resulting tax
revenues—before and after;
land acquired by the City
—by donation and without
cost—for parking and traf-
fic maneuvering; and money
paid to the City for build-
ings which were consid-




the Triangle Urban Re-
newal Project was car-
ried through—from the
surveying and planning
stage to the point of the






of $2,039,648.51 as shown
on the financial statement








Gross Project Cost to
$2,297,439.03.
Total proceeds from the
sale of project land in the
amount of $336,230.14 es-




the City would pay 25 per-
cent of the net project
cost, the City's share thus
became $490,302.22.
The City met its 25 per-
cent—$490,302.22—share of
net project costs by pro-
viding cash local grants-
in-aid in the amount of
$232,51 1 .70 and non-cash
grants-in-aid in the amount
of $257,790.52.
Blackwater Road, Low income leased housing.
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The cash grants-in-aid
include a $100,000 bond
issue, the receipts from
the sale of the Somers-
worth Theatre ($95,000),
and tax credits ($37,51 1 .70).
The non-cash grants-in-
aid consisted of donated
land (site of the old Ward
3 voting house) $3,500,
credits for road improve-
ments made during the
Filion Administration,
$20,450, Section 107 cred-
its (for establishing the




(relating to parking and
maneuvering in the Plaza
Area) $77,306.43.
In the final financial
analysis, at the time of
the early closeout, the
outstanding project debt
and the resources for
debt retirement were as
follows:
The City was required
to make this contribution,
under the Cooperation Ag-
reement, because portions
of the construction area
are outside of the project
boundaries. The City ac-
cepted the responsibility
in a City Council Reso-
lution dated July 22, 1969.
Without such a resolution,
HUD would not have includ-
ed in the construction plan





During the course of the
Triangle Project, the City
of Somersworth floated two
bond issues—one in the amount
of $100,000 and the other
in the amount of $78,000.
The $100,000 was used
as a cash grant-in-aid.
The $78,000 was used to
PROJECT DEBT
Preliminary Loan Notes Plus Interest $390,377.61
Miscellaneous Payables 2,100.00
Refund to City of Somersworth (Cash) *1 7,877.87
TOTAL $410,355.48
PROJECT RESOURCES
Cash in Bank and on Hand 81,634.00
Federal Capital Grant Available 321 ,651 .48
Early Close-out Grant 7,070.00
TOTAL $410,355.48
'Although it would ap-
pear that the City is re-
ceiving a cash return in
the amount of $17,877.87,
it should be noted that the
return is actually in the
amount of $22,227.62. This
is because of the fact that
project funds in the amount
of $4,349.75 were used to
pay the City's accepted




ing, etc. for parking and
maneuvering areas with
the City thereby earning




On the other hand—the
City received a windfall
in the form of substan-
tial payments for two old
buildings that were in
sub-standard condition—
the Chandler Building,
which housed the Public
Library, and the Somers-
worth Theatre.
For the Chandler Build-
ing, the City was paid
$38,000 and for the Som-
ersworth Theatre $95,000
—a total of $133,000. The
$38,000 was used to help
in the financing of the new
library and the $95,000





There are other plusses
for the City which should be
given proper consideration
in a final analysis.
Generally overlooked,
but of great importance, is
the fact that all of the land
in the parking and maneu-
vering areas on both the
Main Street and Orange
Street levels will—under
provisions of the Urban
Renewal Plan—be turned
overto the City af no
cost.
Considering the serious
parking situation here, as
almost everywhere, and
the heavy expenditures that
other cities have been re-
quired to make for cor-
rective action—this has to
be recorded as an import-
ant municipal asset which
has a very substantial
dollar value.
The area to be deeded
at no cost covers about
200,000 square feet and
it provides about 250 park-
ing spaces.
As a result of a change
in the Project Plan, the
City of Somersworth was
permitted to purchase the
Grant Building—which will
house the new police sta-
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tion and court—at a cost of
only $24,000. In view of
the fact that this property
has been appraised at
$74,000 and was purchased
by the Authority at that
figure, it follows that this
transaction represents a
substantial saving to the
City.
And then there is what
is, in effect, a cash re-
turn to the City in the
amount of $22,000 as shown
in the final audit of the
Project.
Now, the records at City
Hall will show that the
assessed value of all of the
properties acquired by the
Authority in accordance
with the approved Project
Plan amounted to approxi-
mately $400,000 at the
time of acquisition.





and others for verification
—indicates that new tax-
able construction within
the Project Area amounted
to approximately $1,250,000;
that new construction of
fully taxable scattered
leased housing units, which
are by-products of urban
renewal, totaled about
$320,000,- and that there
has been related tax pro-
ductive rehabilitation in
the neighborhood of 70,000.
In addition, it is esti-
mated that about $250,000
of project funds paid to
property owners in the
area—together with bene-
fits which accrued to dis-
placed occupants—generated
new business and residen-
tial construction and re-
habilitation outside of the
Project in, at least, an
equal amount.
Making due and proper
allowances for possible
mistakes and miscalcu-
lations, on the basis of
this survey, it seems to
be a fair and honest con-
clusion that the Triangle
Urban Renewal Project
has been a sound and
profitable investment; that
it will pay for itself in a
reasonable period of time;
and that it will bring to
Somersworth and its peo-
ple a wealth and multi-




It is a matter of con-
siderable significance that
—during the late sixties
and early seventies—the
Somersworth Housing Au-
thority has been operat-
ing under a budget which
was prepared and sub-
mitted to the New York
Regional Office of HUD
in December of 1 963 and
was approved for execu-
tion on February 14, 1964.
It is common knowledge
that, during the years that
intervened, there has been
a substantial increase in
the costs of all categor-
ies of development, con-
struction, acquisition
demolition and living in
general.
For example, when the
Somersworth Housing Au-
thority began its urban
Renewal operations, it
was able to sell project
notes at interest rates
as low as 2. 1 7 percent.
Along the way, these rates
more than doubled thereby
adding considerably to the
project cost.
In these circumstances,
the Authority is happy to
be able to submit to the
Mayor, members of the
City Council, and all of
the people of Somersworth
an early closeout report
which clearly shows that—
despite some unforeseen
problems and notwith-
standing the strong and
costly inflationary trends
of the past decade—we have
succeeded in operating well
within the limitations of
the original budget.
When the City of Som-
ersworth entered into the
Urban Renewal Contract,
it was agreed that the
Federal Government would
pay 75 percent of the net
cost and that the City
would contribute 25 per-
cent. In effect, the City
agreed to pay one dollar
out of every four dollars
needed.
In the final analysis, how-
ever, the record will show
that Somersworth will not
be required to pay any
more than one dollar out
of every twenty dollars
expended on the Project.
And furthermore— if fair
and reasonable credit is
given for the previously
mentioned plusses and
other benefits that are
inherent in the Program-
it can readily be proven
that the Triangle Urban
Renewal Project has not





Year after year— in this
annual report—the Somers-
worth Housing Authority
has directed the attention
of the Mayor and City
Council to the indisputable
fact that a dangerous sit-
uation exists in the area
of the Albert J. Nadeau
Homes Project on Bart-
iett Avenue as a result of
a continued failure to pro-
vide a sidewalk from High
Street to Cass Street as
requested.
And year after year—
and despite ever increas-
ing dangers—our requests
have been met with "a
35
silence you could almost
hear."
The cold facts do not
change, unfortunately. The
traffic becomes increasing-
ly heavier. The number
of children grows larger.
Mothers, forced by ne-
cessity, are still wheeling
baby carriages in the road
on the way to and from the
market.
With hundreds of chil-
dren flocking to the new
Community Center each
week—day and night—the
danger signals are loom-
ing larger and the re-
sponsibility of public of-




requests that those in Au-
thority respond to this
annual appeal to the ex-
tent, at least, of making
a personal visit to deter-
mine the existing conditions
and the potential dangers.
*The above statement,
which appeared in the 1972
report, is reported now, a
year later, for emphasis
and in the hope that, some-
time, someone in authority
will recognize the need
and the danger and face up
to the City's responsibility




All of the financial state-
ments appearing in this
report were prepared by
Lawrence S. DeCourcey, fee
accountant for the Som-
ersworth Housing Authority.
All of the accounts of
the Authority—Urban Re-
newal and Public Housing
—are audited regularly
under the direction of the
Officeof Audit of the






lent cooperation and as-
sistance received through-
out the past year from the
officials and staff mem-
bers of the Manchester
Area Office of the De-




The Authority is also
grateful to the Mayor,
members of the City Coun-
cil, and all of the other
City Officials of Somers-
worth who have cooperated
with and assisted us in
our efforts to build a bet-
ter, more beautiful and
more prosperous commu-
nity and to meet the hous-






























Land, Structures & Equipment
Development Cost
Development Cost Contra











































Total Surplus from Operations









Total Surplus and Liabilities 2,917,036.11
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Somersworth Housing Authority
Statement of Operating Receipts and Expenditures
Fiscal Year Ending 12/31/73





Total Operating Income—Exclusive of Subsidy













Residual Receipts Before HUD Contributions
And Provision for Reserve for Current Year
Provision for Reserve





















Statement of Operating Receipts and Expenditures
Fiscal Year Ending 12/31/73
Projects N.H. 6-3, 4, 5, 6—Leased Housing
Operating Receipts
















Rent for Leased Dwellings
Total Operating Expense
Residual Receipts Before HUD Contributions & Provision for Reserve
Provision for Reserve









Certificate of Completion and of Gross & Net Project Cost





Temporary Operation of Acquired Property
Real Estate Tax Credits
Site Clearance





Project Expenditures for Inspection
Total Project Expenditures (Item I of G.P.C.)
Donated Land
Project or Site Improvements
Supporting Facilities—Section 107 Credit
Parking & Maneuvering
Non-Cash Local Grants-ln-Aid Total (Item 2 of G.P.C)
Gross Project Cost—(Items 1 & 2)
Total Proceeds of Sale of Project Land
Net Project Cost—G.P.C. Minus Total Proceeds





































Total Local Grants-in-Aid 490,302.22
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Outstanding Project Debt and Resources for its Retirement
Project Debt
Project Preliminary Loan Notes & Interest
Miscellaneous Payables
Refund to City of Somersworth (Cash)
Project Resources
Cash in Bank and on Hand










'Although it would ap-
pear from the above state-
ment that the City of
Somersworth is receiv-
ing a cash return in the
amount of $17,877.87, it
should be noted that this
return is actually in the
amount of $22,227.62.
This is because of the
fact that project funds in
the amount of $4,349.75
were used to pay the
City's 12.7% share of the
$34,250 expended for road
and sidewalk construction
on Washington Street.
The City is required to
make this contribution be-
cause portions of the con-
struction area are out-
side of the project boun-
daries. The City accepted
this responsibility when
the City Council passed a
resolution at a meeting
heldon July 22, 1969.
Without such a resolution,
HUD would not have in-
cluded in the construc-
tion plans the areas that




Property, Resident and Yield Taxes
Levy of 1973
—DR.—
Taxes Committed to Collector:
Property Taxes $1,725,613.25
Resident Taxes 45,600.00







a/c Property Taxes $733.29
a/c Resident Taxes 20.00
Interest Collected on Delinquent Property Taxes













National Bank Stock Taxes
Yield Taxes
Interest Collected
Penalties on Resident Taxes
Discounts Allowed














Uncollected Taxes—December 31, 1973:










City of Somersworth, New Hampshire
Combined Balance Sheet










City of Somersworth, New Hampshire
Combined Balance Sheet
As At December 31, 1973




Tax Anticipation Notes Outstanding
Unexpended Balance of Revenue Sharing Funds—Exhibit P
Unexpended Balance of Special Funds—Schedule A-4
Unappropriated Surplus—Schedule A-2
Total General Fund Liabilities and Surplus
Trust Funds—Principal and Accumulated Income
Trust Funds
Principal—Schedule D-2 $ 108,311
Accumulated Income—Schedule D-2 1 ,867
Total Trust Funds— Exhibit D
Schedule A-2 City of Somersworth, New Hampshire
Statement of Unappropriated Surplus
For the Year Ended December 31 , 1 973
Balance, January 1, 1973 $60,727
Increases—City Departments
Actual Revenues Over
Budget Estimates— Exhibit B $1 1 1 ,414
Actual Expenditures Under
Appropriations— Exhibit C 59,752




Budget Estimates— Exhibit B 28,670
Actual Expenditures Over
Appropriations— Exhibit C 15,128
Total Deficit for School Department for 1 973 43,798
Balance, December 31, 1973 $188,095
Schedule A-3 City of Somersworth, New Hampshire
Details of Special Funds Cash
As At December 31, 1973
Somersworth National Bank
School Building Renovation Construction Account
—
Checking Account $ 6,089
Special Recreation Fund—No. N-288 1,351
Mobile Park—Escrow Account—No. 61 129 1,040 $ 8,480
Granite State National Bank
High School Building Construction Account-
Checking Account 67,789
First National Bank of Boston
Certificate of Deposit—9%%, Due 1/30/74 100,000
Total Special Funds Cash—Exhibit A $ 1 76,269
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Schedule A-4 City of Somersworth, New Hampshire
Details of Unexpended Balances of Special Funds
As At December 31, 1973
Blackwater Road Construction Fund
Proceeds of Bond Issue $1 00,079
Interest Earned 1,725 $101,804
Construction and Related Costs 64,751
Reimbursement of Public Works Department
Expenditures 30,092
Other Costs 885
Balance of Fund Transferred to Ex-




Eddy Bridge Reconstruction Fund 4,228
Tractor Fund 1,872
Municipal Parking Facilities Fund 1 ,521
Interest Earned 1,302 13,817
Balance of Fund Transferred to Ex-
penditure Receipts— Exhibit C 13,817
Library Buiiding Fund
Proceeds of Bond Issue 125,114
Federal Funds 100,085
Chandler Building Funds 42,000
Burleigh School Funds 15,860
Prior Years' Receipts 11,009
State Aid 10,640
Interest Earned 2,466 307,174
Construction and Related Costs 296,165
Balance of Fund Transferred to Ex-
penditure Receipts—Exhibit C 11,009 307,174
Memorial Drive Reconstruction Fund
Received from Junior High Addition Fund 38,000
Prior Years' Receipts 40
Interest Earned 217 38,257
Reimbursement of Highway Department
Expenditures 15,950
Construction and Related Costs 16,091
Balance of Fund Transferred to Ex-
penditure Receipts— Exhibit C 6,216 38,257
New Equipment Funds
Proceeds of Bond Issue $126,551
Saleof 1964 Pump Truck 1,055
Interest Earned 1,011 $128,617
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Schedule A-4 (cont'd)
Reimbursement of Highway Department
Expenditures
Purchase of New Equipment
Other Expenditures
Balance of Fund Transferred to Ex-
penditure Receipts—Exhibit C
School Building Renovation Construction Account
Proceeds of Bond Issue
Construction and Related Costs to Date
Reimbursement to School Department for
Middle School Annex Construction
Balance, December 31, 1973
Special Recreation Fund
Balance, December 31, 1971
Interest to Date
Balance, December 31, 1973
High School Building Construction Account
Proceeds of Bond Issue
Interest Earned—Due General Fund
Construction and Related Costs to Date
Balance, December 31, 1973
Mobile Park—Escrow Account
Received from Gerald P. Oliver for Permit
as Required by Ordinance 23:34
Interest Earned—Due General Fund





Exhibit B City of Somersworth, New Hampshire
Statement of Income-City Activities
For the Year Ended December 31, 1973
Exhibit C City of Somersworth, New Hampshire
Statement of Appropriations and Expenditures





Harry Stein-Somersworth Shoe Co. Scholarship Fund
Granite State Savings Bank Account No. 52232
Somersworth National Bank Account No. 0579
Eastman Memorial Prize Fund
Granite State Savings Bank Account No. 36061







PRINCIPAL AND ACCUMULATED INCOME
Cemetery Funds






Harry Stein-Somersworth Shoe Co.
Scholarship Fund














Totals-Schedule D-2 $1 08,31
1










Schedule D-1 City of Somersworth, New Hampshire
Details of Public Utility Bonds-Trust Funds










Arizona Public Service Co., 7.45, 3/15/2002
Duke Power Company, 7-3/8, 1 2/1 /2001
Florida Power and Light Co., 7-1/2, 1/1/2003
Mountain States Tel. & Tel. Co., 7-3/8, 11/1/2011
Northern States Power Co., 7-1/2, 2/1/2003
Philadelphia Electric Co., 7-1/2, 1/15/99
Totals-Exhibit D
Schedule D-2
City of Somersworth, New Hampshire
Details of Principal and Accumulated Income-Trust Funds
For the Year Ended December 31, 1973
Funds
Cemetery
Perpetual Care, Special Care and Other
Forest Glade Gate Fund
Gertrude Durgin Fund





Harry Stein-Somersworth Shoe Co.
Scholarship Fund

























City of Somersworth, New Hampshire
Details of Other Funds Included with Trust Funds
As at December 31, 1973
ASSETS
Somersworth Public Library Fund*
Somersworth National Bank Account No. N83
Chamber of Commerce Fund
Somersworth Savings Bank Account No. 49423
TOTAL ASSETS-Exhibit A
PRINCIPAL AND ACCUMULATED INCOME
Accumulated
Principal
Somersworth Public Library Fund $ 6,025
Chamber of Commerce Fund 44
TOTAL PRINCIPAL AND ACCUMULATED
INCOME-ExhibitA $ 6,069 $ 1,824
'Fund is restricted for Library purposes.




























City of Somersworth, New Hampshire
Statement of Receipts and Disbursements
Interceptor Sewer Fund
For the Year Ended December 31 , 1 973
Balance, January 1, 1973
Receipts










Balance December 31, 1973—Checking Account—






City of Somersworth, New Hampshire
Statement of Income—Sewer Fund
















NET INCOME—Exhibit G $10.620
Exhibit H City of Somersworth, New Hampshire
Cemetery Department
Statement of Receipts and Disbursements
For the Year Ended December 31, 1973
Receipts
Appropriation from General Fund $ 7,207
Trust Fund Income 3,619




Insurance and Social Security 1 -202
Supplies and Hand Tools 463




Excess of Receipts Over Disbursements -0—
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Exhibit I City of Somersworth, New Hampshire
Balance Sheet-Water Department
As at December 31, 1973


































































Contributions in Aid of Construction
Profit and Loss
Balance, January 1, 1973
Add: Net Income-Exhibit J
Less: Automobile Given to Fire Department
Balance, December 31, 1973
















City of Somersworth, New Hampshire
Statement of Income-Water Department
For the Year Ended December 31, 1973
Income











Office Supplies and Expense







Net Income Before Depreciation and Amortization
Depreciation
Amortization

























City of Somersworth, New Hampshire
Statement of Changes in Financial Position
Water Department
For the Year Ended December 31, 1973
Additions to Working Capital
Net Income-Exhibit J
Water Bonds Issued $925,000
Less: 1972 Payment 50,000
Depreciation and Amortization-Non Cash Items









Dispositions of Worl(ing Capital
Reduction of Bonded Debt
Additions to Property Plant and Equipment
60,000




Automobile Given to Fire Department 2,321
Exhibit M
City of Somersworth, New Hampshire
Statement of Receipts and Disbursements
Conservation Commission
For the Year Ended December 31, 1973





General Electric Employees Athletic Assoc.
Sale of Timber
Total Receipts




























Balance, December31, 1973—Checking Account,
Somersworth National Bank $5,797
Exhibit N City of Somersworth, New Hampshire
Statement of Income—School Department

























City of Somersworth, New Hampshire
Statement of Appropriations and Expenditures
School Department



































student Body Activities 20,500 18.726 (1,774)
Capltai Outiay
Debt Service
Principal
Interest
Other Debt Service
Totals
Outgoing Transfer Accounts
Tuition
Supervisory Union
Transportation
Totals
Career Education
School Luncli
Title I
Driver Education
TOTALS—Exhibit C
TOTALS—Exhibit C
15,500
Exhibit P (cont'd)
Public Works—




